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SERMON AXAII. 


BY REV. ELEAZAR T. FITCH, DD., 


FORMERLY PROFESSOR OF DIVINITY, AND PASTOR OF THE CHURCH, IN YALE COLLEGE, NEW 
HAVEN, CT. 


THE MODE OF PREACHING THE GOSPEL THAT IS ADAPTED TO 
SUCCESS. 


“Tae both went together into the Synagogue of the Jews and so spake that a 
great multitude both of the Jews and also of the Greeks believed.”—Acrs 14: 1. 


Tas is the testimony which Luke, the inspired historian, has 
given of the preaching of Paul and Barnabas at Iconium. We 
are not to doubt, therefore, tliat the testimony is true ; and it assures 
us not only that a great multitude were at that particular time cor- 
dially converted to the faith of Jesus, but also that the Apostles 
preached in such a manner as was adapted to secure this very re- 
sult. “‘ They so spake,” that a great multitude believed ; or, as the 
original Greek may be more fully translated, they spake in such a 
manner “‘as that a great multitude believed.” 

The preaching of the Gospel is sometimes represented as having 
no tendency whatever to promote the conversion of sinners; as 
being as little adapted to secure such a result as was the lifting 
of the rod by Moses over the Red Sea, to part the waters, or 





170 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


as was the blowing of ram’s horns around the city of Jericho, 
to prostrate its walls. But so thought not this early and in- 
_— historian of the Church. Conversions he represented as 
changes wrought in the soul by spiritual influence, and not as phy- 
sical miracles. He believed that the ministrations of Paul and 
and Barnabas in the synagogue of Iconium were adapted to secure 
the ee result which ensued—the conversion of a great mul- 
titude. 

The interesting occasion on which we are assembled leads us to 
contemplate the nature and objects of the Christian ministry. 
And I flatter myself that I shall not conduct you into an inappro- 
priate or uninteresting field of contemplation if I follow out the 
theme which this sacred historian has set before me, namely that 
there is a mode of preaching the Gospel which is adapted to secure 
the cordial faith of hearers. 

I will attempt to show that there is such a mode of preephing 
the Gospel, and to point out some of the things in which it essen- 
tially consists. 


I. There is a mode of preaching the Gospel which is adapted to 
secure the faith of hearers. 

The testimony of the inspired Luke on this subject, as I have al- 
ready intimated, is decisive. The testimony is direct and positive 
to the very point in question, given in language so plain as not to 


admit of evasion ; and sanctioned as authoritative by the Spirit of 
Inspiration. Isee not why I need argue a point which is settled at 
once by the summary and satisfactory — of referring to an 


unequivocal declaration of the Word of God. 

Yet since the testimony of inspiration is always harmonious 
with itself and with all other truth, it may serve perhaps to ren- 
der the whole subject more clear to our apprehension if we look 
at some considerations which directly concur with the declaration 
of Luke. I will ask you, therefore, to consider attentively the two 
following observatiéns which go to confirm its truth; one, that 
the Gospel itself is adapted to beget, the cordial faith of man- 
kind; and the other, that there is a mode of preaching it which 
brings its power more fully on the minds of hearers. 

The Gospel itself is adapted to beget cordial faith and repent- 
ance in men. For evidence of this, I would call your attention to 
the fact that the Holy Spirit employs the Gospel for this very pur- 
pose. The fact itself is very obvious. Indeed, no reason can be 
conceived why the Holy Spirit caused the words of the Gospel to 
be recorded and published in their present permanent form, but to 
furnish a means for calling men to a cordial faith in Christ and re- 
conciliation with God, and for perfecting believers in their sancti- 
fication and fitness for heaven. Yet we have his own explicit tes- 
timony that it is through his own word of grace that he calls men 
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to repentance and faith. What other interpretation can be given 
to those numerous passages which speak of believers as being 
called of God? These passages assert that God calls them—that 
he calls them out of darkness into light, into the grace of Christ, 
to the fellowship of his Son, to holiness, to his kingdom and glory, 
to eternal life. The very idea of a call from God implies that it is 
made through fhe medium of some word from God like the Gos- 
pel. It implies that men are, through some medium, intelligibly 
addressed by some word of command or invitation proceeding 
forth from God, and that, when effectual, it enkindles in their 
hearts a willing compliance and obedience. And what other 
medium is there beside the Gospel. Just so Paul interprets the 
matter. To the Romans, after speaking of his appointment to the 
apostleship for the purpose of promoting obedience to the faith 
among all nations, he immediately subjoins: “among whom are 
ye also the called of Jesus Christ.” They were in this very way, 
through the preaching of the Gospel of Christ, effectually reached 
by the voice of mercy, and induced to yield obedience to the faith 
as it is in Christ. To the Galatians the same apostle hesitates not 
to declare that he himself, when he came in his apostolic office to 
preach the Gospel among them and was received by them as an 
angel of God, even as Jesus Christ, that he himself called them 
into the grace of Christ. And still more explicitly, while speak- 
ing to the Thessalonians of their salvation through sanctification of 


spirit and belief of truth, he says: ‘‘ Whereunto” unto which holy 
temper and cordial faith, “ whereunto he called you by our Gos- 
? 


pel.” The truth is before us in noon-light clearness that the Holy 
Spirit employs the Gospel as his means of calling men to repent- 
ance and faith. . 
Yet some are disposed to say, in face of all this testimony, that 
there is another work of the Holy Spirit entirely different from his 
calling men to repentance, faith, and holiness—the work of regen- 
eration ; that this work is done first by the Spirit alone, without 
the Gospel, in order that there may be something within man 
which the call of the Gospel may afterwards reach. But this is 
‘mere human invention and philosophy ; it is not the testimony of 
God. Whether regeneration is a distinct thing from effectual call- 
ing or not—though I hold it to be clear as evidence can render it 
that they are but different modes of describing precisely the same 
thing—yet it is clear that the Spirit effects regeneration itself by 
means of the Gospel. The very change itself, whatever it is, is 
wrought by the Gospel in the hands of the Spirit, and applied by 
his power. For proof I rest on the following declarations. James 
says, in his general circular to all Christians: ‘‘ Of his own will be- 
gat he us with the word of truth.” Peter says of all Christians, “ Be- 
We born again not of corruptible seed but of as by the 
ord of God ;” and he adds: “ this is the word which by the Gos- 
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pel is preached unto you.” And Paul, referring to the Gospel as 
the means of regeneration, scruples not at all in addressing the 
Corinthians to say of himself: “ In Christ Jesus I have begotten 
you through the Gospel.” Whatever regeneration is, these declara- 
tions show beyond all dispute that it is effected by means of the 
Word of God. But since the Spirit of God prodyces the change, 
these testimonies of Scripture show that he employs the word of 
truth as the means. The fact is, that without any mystery on this 
subject, effectual calling to repentance and faith is a literal repre- 
sentation of the kind of change which the Spirit effects in man by 
applying the Gospel to his conscience and heart ; and that begetting 
again and being born anew is a figurative description of the very 
same thing. And the former literal view is the only one given by 
the Westminster divines in their admirable compend of doctrine 
under the head of “ effectual calling ;” nor was it till a later age that 
divines, seizing on the figures employed to represent the greatness 
of the spiritual change wronght in the heart of believers, threw 
every thing into the figures of begetting the soul again, its being 
born again, neglecting, at the same time, the equally expressive 
symbols of its being recreated and its being raised from the dead. 

Now with this great fact before us that the Spirit employs the 
Gospel of Christ as the means of leading men to faith and repent- 
ance, I would simply ask whether he does not employ a wise and 
suitable means; whether he does not employ a means adapted in 
its very nature to secure the end—a means which is powerful in 
his hand to touch the conscience and heart of man and lead him 
to repentance? If not, then the end is not accomplished by the 
means at all; and you must maintain, in opposition to all the 
Scriptural testimony which has been alleged, that the Spirit pro- 
duces it, alone, by simple physical power, without the Gospel. 
But God says he does it * by the word of truth.” He approaches, 
reaches, touches, sways, changes the mind through that medium 
of truth—the Gospel. And therefore it remains indisputable, that 
the Gospel, itself, which the Spirit employs, is a system of truth 
adapted to secure repentance and faith. , 

For further evidence of this I would call your attention again to 
the very nature of the Gospel. It is a system of truth which, as 
Paul declares to the Romans, is the power of God to salvation. It 
embodies all the moral influence of the deity on the side of thie re- 
covery of man from sin to faith and reconciliation. Here God in 
all the united glories of his benevolence, holiness, righteousness, 

ace, God testifying to his wondrous doings for man in the order- 
ings of his holy government, the beneficence of his providence, 
and the sacrifice of his beloved Son, God uttering threatenings and 
promises of what he will do in a coming eternity-; here God him- 
self’ distinctly calls on man to give up his rebellions and sins and 
follies, te turn to him with all the heart, to submit himself -to his 
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disposal and be cordially reconciled to his character and govern- 
ment, and have eternal peace and joy in his friendship and love, 
And is not this course of procedure adapted to reach his erring 
creature, aud bring him back in penitence to the joys of his favor 
and kingdom? Why this isthe very way—and the only way—for 
one intelligent being ever to influence the heart of another and 
bring him to a change of feeling and purpose, by addressing con- 
siderations intelligently to his understanding and affectionately to 
his heart, as God does with man through the Gospel. And the 
considerations embodied in the Gospel are the strongest in kind 
which the mind of God can present or the heart of God can urge, 
to influence and persuade men to repent and return to him with 
cordial faith and reconciliation. Here hell is made bare and laid 
open to rouse the fears of man and deter him from continued re- 
bellion ; and heaven is presented. in its immortal glory and bless- 
edness to excite his desires and invite his return to God, Here 
condemnation and wrath and the penalty of a governing God 
rae to his conscience to oppress him with the evil of sin ; and 
the blood of Christ proclaims for all the contrite the peace of free 
and full forgivenes. Here the idols on which the sinner has set his 
heart are exhibited in their vanity, and Jehovah, in his overflow- 
ing fullness, that he may be induced to forsake the inferior and 
take the supreme good as his portion and joy. And how were it 
possible fur God to inspire in man that fear of his name, that in- 
genuous sorrow for sin, that trust in the Savior, and devotedness, 
to his glory and kingdom which exist in his children, if these 
considerations which he urges in the Gospel were not competent 
todo it? Certain it is that all who are made his willing subjects 
and are drawn of the Father to cordial submission and faith in his 
Son are, in fact, moved to it by the very considerations which the 
Gospel urges. They are persuaded by the terrors of the Lord. 
They are constrained by the love of Christ. They escape from the 
servitude of sin and become the servants of God, like the Romans, 
by obeying from the heart the form of doctrine delivered unto 
them through the Gospel. They purify their souls, like the 
Christians of the twelve tribes to whom Peter wrote, by obeying 
the truth. They renounce the love of the world as the odious 
idolatry which is enmity against the Father, and with their whole 
hearts choose the friendship of God as their portion and his benev- 
olent service as their joyful employment just as he proposes it to 
them, and urges it upon their acceptance through the Gospel. Is 
not the Gospel then a suitable and proper means, adapted in its 
ot an to call sinners to repentance and reconciliation with 

0 

But methinks I hear some one suggest that men naturally hate 
the light, and are at enmity with God ; and that the Gospel, so far 
from being adapted to lead them to repentance is fitted precisely 
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for the very contrary to inflame their hatred, to increase their 
enmity, to harden their hearts, to destroy their souls. But why 
reason so perversely from your premises? Why reason so blas- 
phemously against God? It is the dictate of conscience, it is the 
declaration of God himself, that men harden their hearts and de- 
stroy their souls in no other way than by refusing to hearken to 
the voice of the Son of God. They must turn away their attention 
from the Gospel as much as possible, and when it is urged by 
others on their attention they must resist and brace themselves up 
against its power in order to hold out in rebellion, for the very rea- 
son that it is so powerfully bent on humbling and subduing them 
to repentance. They will not come to the light for the very rea- 
son that they fear to bring on their souls the power of its convict- 
ing, humbling, subduing reproofs. They are at enmity with God 
solely because they can not bear to have him denounce that very 
curse and condemnation against their idolatry which is most pow- 
erfully adapted to bring enn to a self-condemning renunciation 
of their idols. And for these very reasons which you would urge 
to show that the Gospel has no power to beget repentance in man, 
I should on the other hand affirm it to be utterly impossible to 
reach their hearts and subdue them to cordial repentance in any 
other way. These are the very means which need to be brought 
into contact with their consciences and hearts. And if they will 
not lay the Gospel in its power on their own souls this but shows 
the need of others doing it, if ever they are to be saved. This but 
shows the need of the Holy Spirit himself taking the truth which 
is dispensed in their hearing and carrying it home to their con- 
sciences and hearts in spite of all their ungrateful resistance if 
ever they are to be saved, and of his applying it there till they are 
overcome in their resistance and stubbornness; till they are reprov- 
ed and humbled in the dust for their guilt; till they cordially join 
with God in his sentence upon them for their idolatry, and, with 
this subdued and humbled spirit, accept the peace, the forgive- 
ness, the salvation which God so freely proffers. 

With this view of-the power of the Gospel as a means adapted 
to ~— the cordial repentance and faith of mankind, laid before 
you, I remark, still further, that there is a mode of preaching the 
Gospel which is better fitted than others to bring its power upon 
the minds of hearers. This obServation is so apparent that it 
searcely needs any illustration. For as the truths of revelation 
have one grand design in their bearing on man and are employed 
by the Holy Spirit himself to subserve that very design, there 
must be a manner of dispensing those truths in public preaching 
which best accords with that design, in which ministers, as auxili- 
aries and helpers in the work of salvation, will be in the happiest 
manner workers together with God. You all know, for instance, 
that it better accords with the design of the Gospel for a preacher 
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to speak with that earnestness which will gain attention rather 
than with that listnessness which will not secure an outward hear- 
ing; better to be plain and intelligible than to be indistinct and 
confused in thoughts; better to be convincing in his reasonings 
with sound speech that can not be condemned, than to rely on in- 
conclusive arguments which adversaries and gainsayers may easily 
resist ; better to lay the truth home on the consciences and hearts 
of hearers as a thing of infinite moment to their souls than to pre- 
sent it as an abstract system of truth for their idle speculation ; 
better to present it as athing of immediate urgency and calling 
for the instant decision of the heart rather than a thing merely for 
after consideration at some future day; better, in short, to fall in 
so fully with the design of the Holy Ghost as that the hand of the 
Lord shall be visibly with them, and a great number believe and 
turn unto the Lord, rather than by any departures from his will to 
hinder his work and provoke him to leave them without his co- 
operation in their labors. 

If then there is a way of preaching the Gospel so as best to bring 
its power upon the hearts of hearers, and the Gospel itself is 
adapted to secure faith and repentance ; then we see that, in full 
accordance with the testimony of Luke, there is a way of preach- 
ing it adapted to beget faith in hearers. What that way is, is the 
—— inquiry which remains to be considered. 

proceed therefore as was proposed, 
° 

Il. To point out some of the things which are essential to such 
a mode of preaching the Gospel. 

I would remark that to secure a manner of preaching the Gos- 
pel adapted to success, it seems essential, 

1. That it should be preached with a heart deeply intent on the 
very design* of securing the cordial faith and obedience of hearers. 
According to the testimony of Paul, the preaching of Jesus Christ 
is now made known, by the commandment of the everlasting God, 
to all nations for the obedience of faith. To call sinners to repen- 
tance and faith, is the very work which God has put into the hands 
of the ministers of his Gospel. This is the very privilege the Al- 
mighty confers upon them in their sacred office. And to my mind 
nothing appears more presumptuous than to venture upon preach- 
ing the Gospel to sinful men without any hearty design to secure 
their cordial faith and obedience. Besides, is there any doubt 
that Paul and Barnabas, on the day when they went into the sy- 
nagogue at Iconium, really intended to secure cordial faith in their 

earers, and preached with their hearts fully set on this very ob- 


* Norz.—I mean that our preaching should proceed from the point of personal 
faith in the Savior and fellowship with him in his cause; with a heart deeply in- 
tent on codperating with him in the design of securing through the Gospel the cor- 
dial faith and obedience of hearers, , 
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ject? And would you charge them, in this, with grossly perverting 
their office? or would you not rather commend them for their 
faithfulness and their hearty accordance with the will of God? 
Besides, in what other way can success be rationally expected 
in the ministrations of the Gospel? In any other employment 
surely, you would say that the one who engaged his whole heart 
in the design of securing the object, would, other things equal, be 
the more likely to command success. And why shall not this 
general law of providence hold in regard to the preaching of the 
Gospel? Does success depend here on the Holy Spirit applying 
the truth to the conscience and heart? Then surely, he who 
preaches with the hearty design of promoting the work of repent: 
ance and salvation, will only be so much the more solicitous to se- 
cure the hand of the Lord and the presence of the Holy Spirit with 
him in his ministrations. The very object on which his heart is set 
will cause him to be more importunate in prayer and more watch- 
ful in duty, that the God of Israel may go with him and cause the 
arrows of truth to be sharp in the hearts of his enemies. Or does 
success depend at all on presenting the full power of the Gospel to 
men that the Holy Spirit may wield it as his conquering sword? 
But who shall ever exhibit the power of Gospel truth, if it be not 
he who enters with his whole | sec into the very design of the 
Gospel and seeks to promote its saving triumphs among men. 
But without such a design at heart no one will ever fully present 
the Gospel in its true light. Cicero has justly remarked that if 


the — with which you represent a fact and the fact itself do 
’ 


not accord, you have not in reality presented the truth, but have 
misrepresented it to the minds of your hearers. Just so here. Un- 
less you carry the feeling into an audience and pervade them with 
the feeling that you are presenting to them a message from God 
of endless concern to their souls, you misrepresent the Gospel. 
And it is with a heart deeply intent on the very design of secur- 
ing the repentance and salvation of them that hear you, that you 
are to expect, if ever, to pervade an audience with that absorbing 
feeling and present the Gospel before their minds in that only 
light of truth as a message from God of endless moment to their 
souls. Yon will then, if ever, be conscious yourself, and make 
them conscious that you are speaking for God ; that you are stand- 
ing before them in the stead of Christ and pleading in his behalf; 
that the Lord through you is speaking to them; that he pleads 
with them respecting their own conduct; that he is present with 
the word calling them to repentance; that he beseeches them by 
all the horrid ingratitude and vileness of sin, by all the terrors of 
coming wrath, by all the agonies endured for their forgiveness on 
Calvary, by all the love and compassion of his heart, by all the in- 
terests of eternity, by all the worth of their own souls, to be recon- 
ciled at once and submissive to his government, and accept with 
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all the heart his offered salvation. Thus will the weighty realities 
of the Gospel, if ever, be brought into immediate contact with 
every feeling of their souls. Thus will the Gospel come to them 
not in word only but in demonstration: of the Spirit and with 
power. Thus will they, if ever, be in circumstances to receive 
the Gospel not as the word of man but as it is in truth, the word of 
God which worketh effectually in them that believe. 

I would remark, that in order to secure a manner of preaching 
the Gospel adapted to success, it seems essential, 

2. That it should be preached as a system of consistent truths, 
bearing with one harmonious design on the great object of repent- 
ance and salvation. 

God has but one grand object on which his heart is set in the 
publication of the Gospel, and that is, the accomplishment of 
redemption, to call men to the obedience of the faith and to sal- 
vation. He has not two counter, adverse, and warring designs 
running through that book, as some, either directly or indirectly, 
misrepresent its contents. It can not be said with any truth, nor 
withont dishonor to God, that such a part of revelation was in- 
tended to excite faith and such a part to hinder it; such a part to 
promote repentance and such a part to prevent it ; this part to se- 
cure filial prayer and obedience and that to secure contempt and 
sin; this to subdue the heart and that to harden it; this to save 
and that to destroy souls. Though the Gospel may receive this 
opposite and diverse treatment from men and be attended with 
different consequences on account of their treatment of it, yet the 
Gospel: itself has but one consistent, holy, salutary bearing upon 
this guilty world: God published it for the one object of promo- 
ting repentance and salvation. And though Paul found, in 
preaching Jesus Christ, that the sweet savor of his name was life 
to them that were saved and death to them that perished; yet the 
commission he received from God and the object on which his 
heart was set, was one, to “ open the eyes of the ignorant Gentiles 
and to turn them from the power of Satan unto God that they 
might receive forgiveness and inheritance among the sauctified 
through faith in Christ.” And if while engaged with all his heart 
in this one object of benevolence, any to whom he preached re- 
fused the message of heavenly grace, the savor of Christ was fra- 
grant still notwithstanding their perversion and ruin, fragrant 
even in the execution of final justice. — 

Now, if a preacher of the Goapel would hope to bring its salu- 


tary power on the hearts of men, he should enter into the design 
of God in this very respect, and set forth the varions doctrines and 
precepts of the Gospel as one harmonions system, having in all its 
parts one salutary and practical bearing on man. The harmony 
of which I speak is the agreement of the truths of the Scriptures 
in their practical bearing ; the harmony not only of the doctrines 
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with one another but of the doctrines with the precepts. It is”ob- 
vious that a system of doctrinal representation agreeing with itself 
in its various parts might be made out, and yet the various parts 
in themselves be erroneous and aside from the practical intent of 
the Gospel ; for it is as easy to construct error into a system as 
truth. But I refer to that system and harmony which exists in 
doctrines ; their agreeing with each other not merely in abstract 
speculation, but above all, in this respect that they all have one 
practical tendency, lending their united power to the one object 
of promoting faith and salvation. He who brings out the doctrines 
of the Gospel in this harmony, will find the whole scope and range 
of Gospel truths bearing directly on the design of his heart to lead 
men to salvation. One will be sustained in its practical bearing 
with the whole force of all the others. And if there is any way of 
making bare the sword of the Spirit and presenting it to the heart 
in all its sharpness, if there is any way of presenting the full power 
of the Snel before the minds of hearers, this is the way. All 
the truths of the Gospel will thus be coincident with its grand pre- 
cepts. All will be guides, helps, motives in favor of compliance, 
none of them hindrances. | 

For example: The duty of sinners to repent and their depen- 
dence on — should not be set forth at practical variance but 
in practical harmony. Their perfect qualifications as creatures for 
obedience or disobedience being admitted as the foundation of 
their duties and their being addressed by the commands of God, 
their dependence on grace shotild be resolved, consequently, not 
into their want of such constitutional qualities but into their own 
refusal to do the duties for which they are qualified, and their own 
unwillingness at heart, when left to themselves, to comply with 
the reasonable demands of God. In this way you make it out that 
it is they themselves who are to turn and repent, if ever their sal- 
vation is effected ; and at the same time you throw them as guilty 
beings on the grace of the Holy Spirit who is striving with them 
through the Gospel, who is ready, if they yield, to lead them for- 
ward to heaven as adopted sons, or who may, even if they refuse 
this once to hear the voice of Christ, abandon them to their own 
stubbornness and perdition. Thus the preceptive will and the 
te ey of God should be set forth as alike favoring the cause of 

oliness in his wide moral creation and not at practical variance. 
When his law and government are justly set forth as ae 
his real will and preference as to what he would have his rationa 
creatures do on their part, his purpose should be represented as 
his will and preference as to what he shall do himself most wisely 
and successfully to promote the very same object among his crea- 
tures, The distinction between the being of God and the being of 
his creatures, and his conduct and their conduct, should be kept 
clearly in sight, For it is perfectly consistent that he should ex- 
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press his will by pee as to what he prefers they should do, 
and that he should purpose to do on his part the utmost possible, 
consistent with wisdom, to promote this very object of holiness in 
his moral creation. For, if notwithstanding the expression of his 
will, some of his creatures will sin, and many of the guilty, when 
called to repentance, will persevere in sin, God himself evidently 
has but one heart, wholly bent.on the interests of holiness and 
happiness in his kingdom, and wholly bent against sin and misery. 
He has not two hearts—preferring with a whole heart repentance 
and holiness here, and preferring with a whole heart impenitence 
and sin there; he goes forward with one undivided heart of bene- 
volence, performing his own works in favor of holiness and salva- 
tion; welcoming to that heart all who return and seek his grace 
as beloved children of his adoption ; and casting off all who re- 
fuse, as reprobates, to perish in their sins; thus making’ manifest 
the glory of his benevolence towards his kingdom alike in lessons 
of grace and in lessons of justice. 

So, if the minister of the Gospel present the threatenings of the 
Lord, he must not represent them as a proclamation of wrath from 
which there is no escape but of wrath which must come upon sin- 
ners if they persevere in sin, and thus, as solemn warnings to flee 
from coming wrath, be made to harmonize with the invitations 
and promises which God holds out on the other hand to allure to 
his friendship and guidance. So wrath itself should be presented 
in its true source as enkindled solely by sin, as brought upon the 
soul by its refusing offered grace, and in its terrors, as a cloud 
of darkness, reigning down Bee and a horrible tempest upon the 
finally lost, in order to induce the sinner to step back from the 
precipice and flee for refuge; and mercy on the other hand, in 
perfect harmony, should be represented as exercised only to the 
penitent, as accepting freely all who yield to its calls, and as seat- 
ed in the person of Christ on its home and throne in the heavens, 
taking with all joy to its protection every heart-broken sinner who 
comes fleeing to it from sin and wrath and destruction. 

Who can not see and feel that to set forth the Gospel as har- 
monizing in all its parts upon one practical bearing is best adapted 
to secure success? How is it possible to gain the credit and as- 
sent of the unbelieving to a word if it is set forth as contradictory 
in its parts? How secure sorrow for sin, if sin is set forth in the 
same breath as a thing odious above all things to the heart of 
God, and yet as a thing he prefers to holiness? How can repent- 
ance be secured, if, after calling on the sinner himself to repent, 
you turn round the very next moment and say that it is no work 
of his, and he must wait for the Holy Spirit to perform the whole 
work? How can confidence in God be possibly secured by repre- 


senting him as having two opposing wills and two hearts at war 
with one another? 
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It is indeed true that the Holy Spirit may make use of the little 
truth mixed with error that may come out of such representations 
of the Gospel, and convert men in spite of the error; but then it 
is just as true that all snch error is itself a hindrance to the work 
of grace, and is but a clog in the way of all success. 

‘a would remark, that in order to secure a manner of preaching 
the Gospel adapted to success, it seems essential, 

3. That it should be preached in a way of application to the 
hearers so as to call for the decision of their hearts at the time. 

God designs in the Gospel to address to all classes of men a mes- 
sage in favor of their spiritual welfare, and to call upon them for 
the immediate résolves of the heart to close in with the truth as it 
applies to their own case, and yield obedience to it in love. And 
ministers of the Gospel will best favor the object of repentance and 
salvation among men by falling in with this design of God and at- 
tempting to carry it out into execution in theirlabors with their 
people. At least I know of no classes who are not met by a mes- 
sage of mercy in the Gospel calling upon them for their instant 
decision, unless it is those who have committed the unpardonable 
sin, or whom God, for their former despite of his grace, bas 7 
abandoned of his Spirit and left without restraint to their wicked- 
ness and perdition. But the minister of Christ is never to decide 
that any are of these classes and to reject them from his ministry ; 
and if any under his ministry think themselves to belong to either 
of these classes, he is only to apply the marks of each class so dis- 


tinctly as that none, though the temptations of Satan, or their own 

wilfulness and reluctance to duty, shall place themselves behind a 

delusion of this sort; so as to tear away the shelter of such an ex- 

cuse from such as desire to escape from the duty of repentance and 

holiness, and leave all but the really we and the really 
‘ 


abandoned still open to the calls of the Gospel. 

Now since the Gospel has this wide and varied application, the 
preacher will surely best adapt his manner for success, other 
things equal, by taking from the store-house of the Gospel those 
particular themes which have the best practical application to his 
people, and make out a practical case for them to decide at the 
time, which he should argue and enforce and drive to the very 
point of a decision, and so, if possible, as to succeed in gaining a 
favorable decision—one which shall be for their own highest inter- 
ests for the advancement of religion and the glory of the Savior. 
But whatever may be his particular theme, if taken out of the 
Gospel, it will have some practical bearing on some one or more 
classes of his hearers; and here it is his strength to find out the 
practical question which the theme presents to each class, and to 
urge home that question for a decision at the time. I do not say 
that this should be done in one unvarying mode. I do not pre- 
tend that it would be for the furtherance of the Gospel, among all 
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classes, if such an application in a sermon were followed by a dis- 
tinct call made upon the andience at the time to rise, or to signify 
in any other manner whether they have decided the question 
favorably to themselves. But Ido say that if he would preach 
the Gospel in its real power and with the hope of success, he 
should present the question of duty which arises from his theme, 
or which is enforced by it, distinctly to the class of hearers who 
are iinmediately concerned ; that he should urge it upon them for 
their decision at once; that he should strive to put down all their 
adverse pleas, and take away from them all their excuses, and 
drive them out of all their refuges and shelters and strongholds, 
and bring them willingly to fall down before the triumphant 
power of the Gospel in submission, and lead them as. willing cap- 
tives to the mercy-seat of Jesus Christ. For where and when may 
he expect success if not here in the sanctuary of God, before 
the majesty of his holiness, while pointing out the courses of the 
sinner and the saint and their end in eternity? Here, at the gate 
of heaven, while, in the name of Jesus Christ, he comes down to 
their very case with a message of mercy, while he pleads with 
them with all the persuasive considerations of the Gospel, while 
saints and angels, and God, all heaven and all hell are waiting in 
breathless silence for their decision, to see whether they will 
hearken to the voice of the Son of God and live, or go on, as they 
have done, refusing his grace and forcing their way to endless 
ruin. Paul and Barnabas so preached in the synagogue at Ico- 
nium, and a great multitude cordially believed at the very time, 
and are now in their crown of glory in the heavenly world. 
And so should all the ministers of Jesus Christ preach his word. 
And if they are not successful at one time, they should still go for- 
ward, disheartened not; for if there is any method of speaking in 
which they can ever hope to be successful, any way in which 
they can ever hope to win souls to Christ and salvation, this surely 
is the method ; this is the way. 

I have thus attempted to show you that there is a manner of 
preaching the Gospel which is adapted to secure success, and have 
pointed out some of the things in which that manner of preaching 
essentially consists. 

From this subject, I remark, in the first place, that the depend- 
ence of preachers of the Gospel on the codperating power of the 
Holy Spirit to give success to their labors, is of all reasons the 
weightiest why they should speak in a manner adapted to beget 
repentance and faith in hearers. For in this method they enter 
cordially into the work of the Lord and make ready his way to en- 
ter into the hearts of men with the victories of his truth; and should 
they not prepare the Lord his way # 

But some one perhaps will tell me it is theirs alone to preach 
the truth, God’s alone to give results, 
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They are to preach the truth indeed; but how? in what man- 
ner? They might preach truth, if they spoke only on agriculture 
and manufactures; would that be faithful? Or if you confine 
them to the Scriptures, they might preach truth if they kept speak- 
ing continually on the subject of the resurrection ; would that be 
faithful? Or if you say they must preach the whole truth of the 
Gospel, how can they preach the whole truth and present it to 
their people in its real practical power, I ask, if they do not enter 
into the feelings of Christ and into communion with the Holy 
Spirit in respect to the particular themes of the Gospel on which 
they speak, if they care not whether the truth shall gain its vic- 
tories over the minds of any, if they are not careful to present it 
as harmonious in the practical bearings of its parts rather than as 
clogged with hurtful discordances, if they are not careful to make 
out its practical applications and call by the weight of its consid- 
eration for the decision of the heart ? 

But, it is said, duties are ours, results are God’s. The maxim is 
doubtless true in various applications. I must confess Christ and 
o forward in all my duties let me receive what treatment I may 


rom my fellow-men, trusting providence for all results to myself. 
But suppose you are in an office in the faithful discharge of which 
it is one of your duties to seek after-results and labor to obtain 
good results? Can you in faithfulness dismiss all care about re- 
sults? Such is the office of the minister of Christ. One of his 
greatest duties is to win souls to Christ and to convert the erring 


from their sins. At this very result he is to aim,and for it he is to 
labor, and pray the Holy Ghost to be with him that he may ob- 
tain it; and if it is not gained at one time, he is not to leave and 
forsake it as hopeless, but to seek for it at another time, and go on 
thus through life seeking the triumphs of the Gospel among the 
guilty and lost. ; 

But do you hold that success in the ministry is a test of faith- 
fulness? Not that exactly. All I do say is, that other things equal, 
he who preaches in a manner best adapted for success will on the 
whole have the most success. Yet ministers of the Gospel have 
not all the responsibility in the case put upon their shoulders. 
The Church have theirs. Each impenitent sinner hashis. Ifa 
sinner should commit the unpardonable sin, he cuts himself off by 
that very act from the Holy Spirit using the ministrations of any 
man for his salvation. If a church will not come up to the work 
of the Lord they may present an obstacle that will hinder the 
Spirit of grace from rendering the best ministrations of the Gos- 
pel subservient to their spiritual edification and growth in grace, 
or from carrying them with convincing and converting power into 
the hearts of sinners. All which I assert is, that so far as the 
preaching of the Gospel is itself concerned, the faithful applica- 
tion of it has the greatest tendency to success, and is most accept- 
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able to the Holy Spirit as the means to be applied by his power- 
ful grace. Yet that tendency may be so counteracted as not to 
be crowned by the Spirit with actual success. Paul and Barna- 
bus who so spake when at Iconium as to gain many converts to 
Christ, had been so opposed by the envy and prejudices of the 
unbelieving Jews of Antioch the very Sabbath before as to shake 
off the dust of their feet in testimony against them and lay to 
their charge the hindrance of the Gospel. “Ye put the word of 
God from you and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life. 
Lo! we,” and theSpirit who employs us, “turn away to the Gentiles.” 

From the subject, I remark in the next place, we may learn 
what are some of the important qualifications for a skillful and 
successful handling of the Word of life. 

In order to preach the Gospel in the manner which has been 
specified, in addition to an irreproachable life and conversation, | 
and the natural qualities of a sound judgment and good common 
sense, the qualifications which enter most deeply into the work 
as the very ingredients of success are, ardent piety, a thorough 
knowledge of theology, and an intimate acquaintance with the 
workings of the human heart, especially in matters of spiritual 
concern. 

Ardent piety is that qualification which alone will lead the min- 
ister of Christ, with a full and hearty fellowship of feeling with 
the Savior who died for sinners, to seek in his mfhistrations the 
object of the salvation of men through his blood. Knowing the 
persuasive terrors of a God of holiness and judgment, and the love, 
passing comprehension, of Jesus the Redeemer, he is constrained 
to crucify the world to his affections, to hide its pride, and ambi- 
tion and covetousness from his heart, and with singleness of spirit 
to seek the advancement of the excellent knowledge of Christ 
among men, and to gather the souls of the lost and erring into the 
fold of salvation. 

A thorough knowledge of theology is especially necessary to 
the minister of Jesus Christ that he may go freely into the wide 
field of subjects embraced in the Gospel and make the whole, as 
a system in intellectual and moral harmony, emanating from one 
God and directed to one great end, bear directly on the spiritual 
interests of his hearers. 

And when the minister of Jesus Christ comes to apply his 
themes to various distinct classes among his hearers, either in pub- 
lic discourse or in private and personal conference, it is an inti- 
mate acquaintance with the various workings of the heart in spir- 
itual concerns that is to furnish him with a knowledge of the vari- 
ous doubts, and difficulties, and evasions, and excuses which hinder 
personal religion, and with the most apt reasonings and persua- 
sions for gaining the heart fully to Christ. 

These qualifications, so important to success, are not necessarily 


~~ 


AMM Sh ODO OO 


+ © 





184 : THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


low or stationary. The minister of Christ may place his standard 
high and be constantly growing in these qualifications, if watch- 
ful, and diligent, and prayerful. That the Spirit of grace, and 
wisdom, and power may ever rest upon the watchmen of Zion, 
brethren, it is yours, as having an interest and responsibility in 
the same cause, ever to encourage them by your assistance, ever 
to seek he!p for them in your prayers. 

From this subject I remark, in the last place, we learn the way 
of rendering the office of the ministry a blessed privilege to him 
who sustgins it and to them who receive its labors. 

If the minister of Christ will enter with ali his heart into the 
work of the Lord, and present the instructions and calls of the 
Gospel in all their power to the hearts of his fellow Christians and 
fellow sinners ; and if they, on their part, will receive the Word 
as the Word of God which worketh effectually in them that be- 
lieve, the sweet and fragrant name of Christ shail fill our sane- 
tuaries: with the tears of penitence, the joys of forgiveness, the 
songs of salvation. 

Go back to the scene in the synagogue at Iconium when Paul 
and Barnabas so spake that a great multitude of the Jews and 
Greeks believed. Did not a thrill of benevolent joy come over 
the hearts of these Apostles that day when they were honored by 
their Lord with success in his work? And did not many erring 
souls date th&t day their birth into the holy and happy kingdom 
of God? What joy began in that synagogue! How has it been 
enlarging and increasing ever since! And when shall that time 
in eternity ever come in which Paul and Barnabas, and these re- 
deemed trom Iconium shall not thank the Savior for the blessed 
privilege of the Word of God spoken and heard that day ? 

Well: these same scenes may be enacted now. Thesame Jesus 
is on the throne; the sarae Gospel is in the world; the same Spirit 
wields it as his conquering sword. And ministers now, as they 
did then, may meet their tellow-men, dispensing to them the Gos- 
pel of salvation with their hearts bent on success; and hearers 
now can, as they did then, hearken-to the voice ot Jesus Clirist, 
and turn and live. These were not the miracles of the apostolic 

e; they were the common triumphs of the Spirit and Gospel of 
Christ, which are yet to fill the earth with greater victories than 
all Pentecostal and apostolic triumphs. This, then, is the very 
way, and the only way, to render that gift of the ministry of his 
Word which on his ascension he left here among the rebellious, a 
source of joy and blessedness to him that takes it and to thei that 
hear its dispensations. 

And should it not be enongh to know that there is a clear and 
plain way in which the preached Gospel may become the means 
of yourredemption? Seeing that the Gospel proclaims a heavenly 
rest which the returning sinner may seek, and as that promise 1s 
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left among us here, cling to it as your life. Give up the world 
and sin, and lay all your hopes for strength on that promise. Fear 
lest any of you should seem to come short of it. For this same 
Gospel was preached in other ages as well as now. And while 
some have believed the good tidings, and living in the joy and 
obedience of the faith have entered into their eternal rest, multi- 
tudes, wherever it has been preached, have refused to believe. 
The Word did not profit them, not being mixed with faith. The 
could not enter into rest because of unbelief They refused, thoug 
the Holy Spirit said to-day if ye will hear his voice harden not 
your hearts. They have gone down to their graves, poor outcast 
sinners and wanderers from mercy. God has uttered over them 
his irrevocable oath, and sworn in his wrath they shall not enter 
into my rest. They have passed away into the world of perdition 
never to return. And now from the oath of God, from their 
graves, from their bed of torment in hell, comes up to your ears 
the voice of despairing agony and warning that you hearken to 
the calls of Christ and live. 








SERMON XIII.* 


BY REV. 0. B. BIDWELL, NEW-YORK. 


A MEMBER OF THE THIRD PRESBYTERY OF NEW-YORK. 


CHRIST THE ONLY SURE FOUNDATION. 


“For other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”— 
1 Cor. 8: 11. 


Tue word foundation properly signifies the base of an edifice. 
It is the groundwork on which the building stands; the under- 
lay of brick or stone on which the whole superstructare rests se- 
curely. It is commonly laid in solid masonry of imperishable 
materials, and hence the term instantly raises the idea of perma- 
nence, stability, and strength. 

Every building must have a good foundation, or the whole 
structure is in danger. A temple built upon a crumbling, unsolid 


_ * Norz.—The true number of discourses published in the Nationa, Preacuer from 
its commencement (907) to this date, is placed upon the title-page of this number. 
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basis, would constantly be liable to be overthrown. However 
massive its columns or graceful-its spires ; however costly its ma- 
terials or imposing its architecture ; however beautiful its propor- 
tions or ornamental its finish, unless the groundwork has been laid 
deep and strong, it might, the very next hour, become a heap of 
ruins. The settling of a corner-stone; the undermining rains; 
the heaving frost, or the yielding earth, might, in a moment, 
change the fair and costly fabric into a picture of desolation. 

All mankind are builders, some of one thing and some of an- 
other. The ministers of God are building up his Church. Good 
men are building up society. Sabbath-school teachers are build- 
ing up the principles of the young. And all men are building up 
characters for time, and hopes and characters for eternity ; some 
upon vague theory; some upon the sands of human reason ; some 
upon their boasted morality; some upon smooth, delusive doc- 
trines that only beguile to ruin, and some upon the crumbling 
principles of infidelity and atheism. 

These shall all be shaken as by an earthquake in the last great 
day of trial. Such refuges of lies shall be swept away like chaff 
before the storm, or sand in the mountain torrent, leaving no sure 
standing-place for those who trusted in them. 

But, thanks be to God, there is a foundation on which we may 
build and feel secure; a Rock which no disturbing elements can 
move, no changes or commotions can effect, no rain of sin can un- 
dermine, no earthquake shock can ever shake in pieces. That 
Rock is Christ. He is the “ Rock of Ages,” on which his Church is 
built; He is the foundation of all the hopes and comfort of his peo- 

le. He is the only ground of pardon and salvation to sinful men. 

e is the only sure resting-place for all believers. 

The figure presented in the text is one which Paul borrowed 
from architecture, and by a ‘striking metaphor which he often 
used calls the Church God’s building, and Christ the foundation 
on which it stands. And the meaning plainly is, that no true 
Church can be reared which does not embrace and hold the essen- 
tial doctrines respecting him ; those which pertain to his incarna- 
tion, his divine nature, his instruction, his example, his atonement, 
his resurrection and ascension; that it is by him only that men 
can be saved, and where he is wanting in his true character all is 
wanting. Without him for a foundation all is unsatisfactory, un- 
certain, and deceptive as the “ baseless fabric of a vision.” Liv- 
ing without him for a Savior is living as if he had never died, and 
dying without him to rest upon is taking the infidel’s “leap in the 
dark’! Weare driven away from all mere human creeds, and vain 
theories, and speculations, and false philosophy to this only Rock 
of strength and security that shall never be overthrown. For 


other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, which is Jesus 
Christ. 
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I. There can be no other foundation so precious and costly. 

It is an expensive sa of work, infinitely beyond the power of 
man. How vain and puerile do the efforts of the creature appear 
in anything when compared with those of his Creator; much 
more in a work like this. 

When man attempts to devise means for his own atonement, as 
he sometimes does, how utterly worthless and despicable are his 
most costly sacrifices; his good works all defiled with seifishness 
and sin; his merits are those of a condemned criminal; his gold 
and silver are base metal, and all the precious things he can heap 
together do not belong to him, but to his Maker. He is a bank- 
rupt seeking to cancel an infinite debt, yet poor as Lazarus he has 
nothing to pay. Who then would trust his soul on such a foun- 
dation? The first blaze of Sinai’s lightning would destroy it, and 
the first roll of Sinai’s thunder would melt his heart within him ! 

But no terrors of the law will ever reach the poor sinner who 
rests his soul on Christ and his atonement. Jesus has paid his 
debt for him, and laid a firm foundation for pardon in his own 
most precious blood. Here is a ground of hope and a Rock of 
deliverance, compared with which all that man can do would be 
unstable as the drifting sand or the floating vapors of the morning. 

All human substitutions sink into utter insignificance and worth- 
lessness when compared with this costly sacrifice of Christ. It is 
not formed of those rare and gorgeous materials which John saw 
laid in the walls of the New Jerusalem! It cannot be compared 
with diamonds. The rarest jewels are of no account. Man 
knoweth not the price thereof, neither is it to be found among the 
treasures of earth. It cannot be valued with the precious Onyx 
or the Sapphire. The Topaz of Ethiopia shall not equal it, nei- 
ther shall it be valued with the gold of Ophir. 

Let the monarchs of the world unite their treasures of gold and 
silver, and impoverish their kingdoms to make one vast offering, 
how utterly inadequate would it be to purchase salvation for one 
of the meanest of their subjects, or procure the pardon of a single 
sin ! 

Herodotus relates a story of one of the Lydian princes who made 
a most costly offering to the temple of Delphi. This offering em- 
braced a vast number of couches decked with gold and silver, gob- 
lets of gold, vestments of purple, and precious things to an incredi- 
ble amount. All these were consumed together in one immense 
sacrificial pile to propitiate a heathen deity. And the melted gold 
ran down in such a stream that a massive lion was cast from the 
precious metal. 

And what did all this do for the poor deluded king? Did it 

urchase salvation for him? Did it bring peace of conscience? 

id it cheer him with any bright hope of heaven? Did it move 
his deity to compassion? Did it avail anything at all with that 
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dumb idol? No more would it have availed anything if he had 
offered it to God as a sacrifice for sin! 

There is nothing but the precious blood of Christ which flowed 
down on Calvary that can atone for sin. A sacrifice of all the 
material wealth of the universe would avail nothing. The death 
of ull the angels as a sacrifice for an atonement would avail noth- 
ing! The only begotten Son of God is the priceless sacrifice that 
can avail. His infinite merits, his mysterious sufferings and death 
alone constitute a foundation where believers may build their 
hopes, and chant their praises, and renew their graces, and rest 
with unshaken confidence in their great Redeemer. 

The figure presented in the text as applied to Christ is else- 
where employed in the Scriptures with peculiar emphasis and 
beauty. Seven hundred years before the incarnation, Isaiah wrote 
of him in the language of inspiration: “ Behold I lay in Zion for a 
foundation, a stone, a tried stone, a precious corner-stone, a sure 
foundation.” Perhaps no other figure could have been more 
striking to Oriental minds, accustomed as they were to magnifi- 
cent temples in which the “ corner-stone” was held in high esteem. 
In all the ancient public buildings great importance was attached 
to it, and no temple was complete without it. It was carved with 

reat skill in costly marble, and laid with imposing ceremony in 
the most conspicuous and honorable position. Hence the beauty 
of the figure, shadowing forth the relation which Christ sustains 
to his Church, the dignity of his office, and the superior excellence 
of his person. 

In Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians we find the same imagery em- 
ployed to express the relation of Christ to his people: * Built upon 
the foundation of apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself be- 
ing the chief corner-stone; in whom all the building fitly framed 
together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord; in whom ye 
also are builded together for a habitation of God through the 
Spirit. 

the allusion here is obviously to the temple of Diana at Ephe- 
sus, and the contrast is between that sumptuous pile and the 
Christian churches, the temple of God. 

But the Ephesian converts were made to learn something from 
this heathen structure. They learned to build their hopes, not 
upon a foundation of wooden piles driven into the earth, like the 
temple of Diana, but upon that solid and costly basis which Christ 
has laid, and on which shall be reared a spiritual temple that shall 
outshine and outlast the starry firmament itself in its sublimity, and 
grandeur, and resplendent glory ! 


II. There can be no other foundation so wonderful in its origi 
nal conception. 


A philosopher once asked a man of God this question: ‘ What 
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is the most wonderful event in the history of our world?” He 
instantly replied: “The mediation of Christ between God and 
men.” Andis not ittrue? Did you ever hear of anything more 
marvelous? or can you imagine anything more transcendently 
surprising @ 

Many strange things there are that excite our wonder, but none 
to be compared with this. Creative power seems wonderful in- 
deed. Annihilating power is equally so. But redeeming power 
far surpasses both. That God should create a world from nothing 
is a surprising fact. But that he should save condemned crimi- 
nals from the sentence of his own most holy law is infinitely more 
surprising. 

There is nothing among all the works of God so marvelous as 
his plan of mercy. What a conception is this; restoring to holi- 
ness a race of transgressors depraved, ruined, and, so far as the 
human mind could see, lost beyond possibility of recovery. The 
law says: “The soul that sinneth it shall die.” All have sinned, 
and all must die. There is no alternative. The doom is inexora- 
ble. Thesentence is unchangeable. Now whence shall come de- 
liverance?, What possible escape is there from the penalty ? 
Who can bring salvation to apostate souls already under condem- 
nation? But a plan of mercy was contrived and announced. 
God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son to die, 
that whosoever believeth in him might not perish, but have éver- 
lasting life. = 

There was nothing lovely in us to call forth the divine compas- 
sion. We were wicked, and vile, and at enmity with God. And 
to subdue us by his love, to restore us to his favor, and make us 
forever happy in his love is truly God-liké, sublime, and glorious 
beyond anything with which we can compare it! 

And then the incarnation! How surprising is this also! Who 
but a God of infinite wisdom and goodness would have thought of 
vailing Deity in human flesh, assuming our nature, and becoming 
like one of us in all respects except sin ; thus sending a personage 
of such dignity and exalted worth as to sustain the majesty of the 
law by dying in the sinner’s stead ? 

And then what marvellous condescension is in it? That he 
who built the heavens and laid the foundation of the earth should 
stoop so low as to make it possible for the vilest of his creatures 
to be pardoned, is a fact that ought to humble the proudest heart 
and subdue the most stubborn will. 

And then the grandeur of the scheme of redemption. Is there 
anything that can equal its divinity? How glorious is the 
thought that the salvation of countless millions rests on this only 
ground of pardon which Christ has made by his death and suf- 
ferings on the cross. 


And then how surprising its eternity ; it looks forward through 
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a boundless future ; it looks back to the first transgression ; it pro-" 
vides for all coming ages; it lays the foundation of faith and hope 
for all who shall ever believe on Christ. The first conception of 
this method of our salvation is surprising in every possible aspect 
in which we view it. There is no limit to the wonders that gath- 
er round it, and we shall never cease to wonder at its glories. 
It will fill the souls of the redeemed with eternal anthems of 
praise. 


III. There can be no other foundation laid so deep and broad. 

Man can lay deep and broad the foundations of towers and tem- 
ples; but where would man place the first stone in a work like 
this? The tower of Babel doubtless had a base deep and broad, 
but it never reached to heaven. The Pyramids of Egypt extend 
deep into the ground and spread out so wide at the bottom that 
earthquakes have not been able to overturn them. 

But who could arrange a scheme of pardon so deep as not to be 
overthrown by the slightest breath of divine justice? All the frail 
fabrics of man’s devising are built in the sands; but this Rock of 
our salvation reaches far into the mysteries of eternal things. If 
you would find the depth of this foundation, you must fathom the 
attributes of God, whose judgments are a great deal past finding 
out. 

Ip was laid deep in the divine wisdom and knowledge.. 

It was laid deep in the divine compassion, that pitied our 
wretched, undone condition, and the sight moved the sympathies 
ag love of the Most High for his lost children of the human fam- 
ily. 

It was laid deep in the divine goodness which leadeth men to 
repentance. The same goodness which causes the sun to shine and 
the rain to descend upon the evil and on the good, is visible in © 
every part of this great plan of mercy and redemption. 

It was laid deep in suffering. To measure this, you must be 
able to understand the agonies of Gethsemane, and thie dying 
groans of Calvary, when all nature was filled with astonishment, 
and the heavens were draped in mourning; and the rending rocks 
and heaving earth gave signs of woe incomprehensible. 

It was laid deep in the purposes of God. It was no uncertain 
-design ; no doubtful undertaking ; for every word of the Lord shall 
be fulfilled. And when he determined upon a method of redemp- 
tion, it was certain to be accomplished in the fullness of time. 

And would you measure the breadth of this foundation? It is 
broad enough for all nations to build upon. Even the heathen 
shall find room here and the multitude of the isles that wait for 
God’s law. “Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the 
earth,” saith the Lord. Isa. 45 : 22. 

It is broad enough to save all who believe. Repentance and 
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faith in Christ are its only conditions. Some have supposed it broad 
enough to save all without any conditions. But while all are freely 
invited to Christ, and the gates of heaven stand wide open to all, 
the Bible has nowhere said that all will enter in ; on the contrary 
it declares that multitudes will perish in their sins. 

It is broad enough to save all men from their sins, but none in 
their sins. It was never designed for this. It was made only for 
the penitent and believing. It has no room for those whose hearts 
are unchanged and whose sins are unpardoned. It is broad enough 


to save the most wicked and vile who come to Jesus, even unto the 
uttermost. 


IV. There can be no other foundation so durable and firm. 

All the works of man are doomed to perish; and so, sooner or 
later, all his efforts to save himself will perish; but the work of 
~— shall never fail. He is an eternal Savior to all who believe 
in him. 

Man can lay a foundation of stone to stand for long ages. The 
foundations of Luxor and Karnak, and the Meimnonium of Thebes, 
have stood thousands of years. Pyramid and Parthenon yet re- 
main, and even some of the masonry of old Babylon, though long 
siace crumbling to ruins. 

But the foundation which Christ has laid shall endure forever. 
And he who builds on him shall. never be disappointed. There 


shall be no giving away of the Chief Corner-stone; no crumbling 
of his atonement; no weakening of the efficacy of his sufferings 
and death. The strength and power of the cross shall never fail. 
Here is security and safety for all the righteous. “ The foundation 
of God standeth sure having this seal—The Lord knoweth them 
that are his.” ‘ Behold I lay in Zion a chief corner-stone, elect, 
precious; and he that believeth on him shall not be confounded.” 


“ How firm a foundation ye saints of the Lord, 
Is laid for your faith in his excellent word.” 


This truth is confirmed by the experience of the saints in all ages. 
Abel looked at it through the dim future, and trusted in it. Pro- 
phets and holy men have built their faith upon it, and were not 
deceived. The martyrs have walked to the stake, and found it 
could stand the fires of persecution. Wicked men can not over- 
throw it. In vain do bold blasphemers dash themselves upon it. 
In vain do scoffers hurl their angry words against it. In vain did 
Roman rulers, and scribes, and pharisees, plot against it. 


“ He lives! the great Redeemer lives ! 
What joy the blest assurance gives.” 


Christ is a Rock which no storms of adversity can ever move, 
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and which no disturbing elements can ever shake. He is a safe 
hiding-place from the great adversary. The roaring lion may go 
to and fro seeking to destroy, but never shall he place his foot 
upon this strong defence, or hurt a soul who has taken refuge in it. 

Here is security from the terrors of the law. Justice stands 
with a drawn sword, but can not slay the trusting believer here. 
Sinai may blaze and thunder, but can not touch the penitent sin- 
ner here. Though the heavens be rolled together as a scroll, and 
pass away with a great noise; though the elements melt with fer- 
vent heat, and the earth itself be burned up, that foundation of 
Christ shall stand firm as his enduring throne. 


V. There can be no other foundation so glorious in design. 

The foundations of earthly structures are sometimes laid with 
lofty aims and purposes ; to display magnificence ; to exhibit hu- 
man skill ; to furnish noble specimens of architecture ; to commem- 
orate the deeds of fame, or gratify a nation’s pride. 

But no such aims and purposes pertain to Christ. He came to 
show mercy to the guilty ; to bring salvation to the lost; to fur- 
nish a ground of pardon for all who should believe. He came to 
destroy Satan’s kingdom, and repair the ruins of the fall. He came 
to make men holy and happy; to build up a spiritual temple, a 
glorious Church, to be called the Church of the first-born whose 
names are written in heaven. It was for the joy that was set be- 
fore him in the grandeur of the scheme that he endured the 
cross, despising the shame. 

And then how certain was the accomplishment of his purpose. 
He has all the power to execute, all wisdom to control, all fore- 
knowledge of the future, all the resources of the universe at his 
arr 

And then the reward that is promised to him: ‘ The heathen 
shall be given to him for his inheritance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for his possession.” 

And then the progress of his kingdom, how steady and sublime; 
extending every where in silent power like leaven in the meal; 
reclaiming sinners, gaining over the enemies of the truth, melting 
down hard hearts, demolishing error, undermining oppression, en- 
lightening the nations, subverting pagan superstitions, gaining a 
footing here and there on heathen shores, and by-and-by will re- 
cover the whole world to his own dominion. 

And then the glorious triumph that shall follow: ‘ The king- 
doms of this world will become the kingdoms of our Lord.” Then 
will be sung the joyful anthem: 


“All hail the power of Jesus’ name.” 


Then shall that great temple composed of Christ’s members, as 
living stones, being built up a spiritual house, be near to its com- 
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letion, and the word of Zachariah shall be fulfilled: “He shall 
forth the head-stone with shoutings, crying, Grace, grace 
unto it.’ 


Vi But finally : There can be no other foundation so sublime 
in effect. 

Most human systems of religion make men worse instead of 
better. They do not elevate, they depress. They could never fit 
a soul for heaven. Many of them are entirely congenial to fallen 
nature. All of them are better suited to the depraved appetites 
and passions, to the pride and selfishness of the natural heart, than 
to the promotion of holiness. Indeed, what could we expect from 
such a source but something that would be pleasing to a heart 
depraved. Emanating from a wicked mind, we should expect 
that every human system would be approved and loved by a 
wicked heart ; and so it is. 

Why do the followers of Mahomet love the Koran? Because it 
promises them a sensual paradise without repentance. Why do 
the heathen cling so tenaciously to their idols? Because their 
religion is as low as their desires. 

But the religion of Christ runs counter to all these. It elevates 
man from the poison-valley of sin to the pure atmosphere of God’s 
Word which gives him life. There is no other religion that makes 
men better, as there is no other that demands a renovation from 
sin to holiness. There is no other that so approves itself to our 
reason and-conscience. There is no other so wonderful in its 
Pit of reaching the most degraded and vile. It invites all, 

lesses all, saves all who are willing to be saved by Christ. “ Nei- 
ther is there salvation in any other; for there is none other name 
under heaven given among men whereby we must be saved.” 
The name of Jesus sounds sweet in a believer’s ear, no matter 
whether he be among the poor and despised, or among the rich 
and honored. Christ has built no royal road to heaven. He has 
not laid one foundation for a palace and another for a hovel. The 
poorest publican may build on him; the proudest monarch can 
find no other Savior. 

Here, then, we rest. Here is our confidence. Here is the Rock 
of our salvation. We can never expect that another Christ will 
come; we certainly should never desire to be saved by any other. 
There can be no other foundation so precious and costly ; none so 
surprising in conception ; none so deep and broad; none so dura- 
ble and firm; none so glorious in design; none so sublime in 
effect; none so worthy of the wisdom, knowledge, and love of 
God; none so worthy the everlasting songs of angels, and of the 
redeemed among men. 

And now, my hearer, if you reject Christ, what other way to 
heaven can you expect to find? Where else will you look for 
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help? What other blood so precious? What other fountain can 
wash away sin? What other light can illumine the darkness of 
the tomb? Who else can be your advocate in the last great day? 

Step off from this foundation, and you step into a bottomless 
abyss! Reject this “ Rock of Ages,” and you are in the great 
ocean of despair! Despise this “Ark of safety,” and you are 
overwhelmed with the floods of endless woe, where there is no 
mountain-top to climb; no abatement of the waters; no dove to 


bring the olive-branch of hope! 


Christ is the only door of mercy 


to the guilty. He is the way, the truth, and the life. By him, if 
any man enter in, he shall never perish. 





THE PRAYER-MEETING. 


Fulton-Street Prayer-Meeting. 


No one who attends this daily 
prayer-meeting and listens to the 
statements and facts there related 
can well doubt that God is true to 
his promise to hear the prayer of 
faith when offered to him in earn- 
est sincerity. 

Accounts from those who have 
asked prayer continue to come, of 
answers to prayer. A gentleman 
said: “A few days ago I asked 
your prayers for a certain individ- 
ual, whose salvation lay as a great 
burden on my heart. I knew the 
man did not feel the least concern 
about his soul, but I did. He 
knew nothing about my asking for 
prayer. He was utterly heedless 
of his salvation. You may think 
it surprised me to find that man, 
soon after my asking for prayer 
for him here, in great spiritual 
trouble. He came to me to have 
me tell him what he should do to 
be saved. No! I was not sur- 
prised. Some brother prayed, and 


when I heard and joined in that 
prayer, I felt assured that the man 
would be saved. It proved to be 
with him the last call and the elev- 
enth hour. The man who was 
then in full health soon after was 
called suddenly to test the reality 
of his hope. Death came, beckon- 
ing him away, and his going was 
one of triumph and joy—he died 
in the Lord.” 

A gentleman said he had lately 
spent some time in Rochester. 
The revival had reached and af- 
fected all parts of the population 
to an extent to which he never ex- 
pected to see any city affected. It 
had reached the House of Refuge. 
He had been requested to go into 
it and labor among the inmates. 
He said he was from Cleveland, 
and it became known to the in- 
mates where he was from, A lit- 
tle boy came to him and inquir- 
ed if he was soon going back to 
Cleveland. He answered, “ Yes.” 
“Then,” said the little boy: “I 
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want you to go and find out my 
mother. You will find her at No. 
—in street. Tell her you have 
seen me—that I am in the House 
of Refuge in Rochester. ‘Tell her 
I have become a Christian, and 
here I have found another House 
of Refuge —even Jesus Christ.” 
The gentleman said he made him- 
self tully acquainted with this case, 
and he was persuaded that this 
little truant and wicked boy had 
really become a child of God. 
Thus the mighty work of grace in 
Rochester had reached a class of 
youth who were shut out or rather 
shut in from the world, and many 
there have taken sanctuary in Je- 
sus Christ. 


For the Prayer-Meeting. 
A Prayerless Christian. 


Wuar is that? Those words 
are contradictory. I have heard 
of a lifeless speaker—of a soulless 
miser—and a heartless mother. I 
think those phrases are intelligible. 
No one is misled by them. No 
one believes that a dead man lite- 
rally speaks; but there are many 
men whose speaking has very lit- 
tle life. We do not suppose that 
even the miser has no soul; but 
pote generally think that what 

e has must be exceeding small. 
No mother is literally without a 
heart; but I have just read of one 
who gave her child to strangers, 
and devoted herself to infamy. 
And she is said to be intelligent. 
Heartless is a very mild term to 
employ in characterizing such a 
mother. 

But a prayerless Christian! I 
do not understand what that can 
be. I can about as easily conceive 
of a perfect harp without strings, 
or flowing fountain without wa- 
ter, or a sun without light, as of a 
Christian without prayer. Doubt- 


195 


less there are many professed 
Christians who do not pray. The 
persecuting Saul was a very prom- 
inent professor. I presume he re- 
peated his forms of prayer daily. 
Nevertheless, Saul lived without 
prayer. He was a persecutor and 
a blasphemer; and how could he 
pray? But when he ceased to be 
Saul the persecutor, and by rich 
grace was made Paul the Christ- 
ian, one of the first things we find 
recorded is, “* behold he prayeth.” 
It was surprising intelligence to 
those whom he had persecuted. 
They could bardly credit their own 
eyes and eays. But they kuew 
the power of redeeming grace. It 
abounded to the chief of sinners. 
When they heard from the high- 
est authority that Saul prayed, 
they knew that he was a changed 
man—a Christian. Did Paul con- 
tinue to pray? Yes, night and 
day, and as long as he lived. And 
speaking by the Holy Ghost, he 
enjoined on his fellow-Christians 
that they should “pray without 
ceasing.” He would as soon have 
thought of living without food as 
without prayer. 

Can any Christian live without 
prayer? Not long. <A’ professor 
may; but can a true child ot God 
live long in the neglect of prayer? 
No. A Christian without a closet? 
A Christian who does not love the 
duty of prayer! who neglects the 
prayer-room? A Christian parent 
who has no family altar? Oh! do 
not dream of such things; such 
contradictions. Talk of the blind 
man who is filled with raptures 
when the rainbow spans the heav- 
ens; or of the deaf man who is 
ravished with soft music; but tell 
me not of the man who loves the 
Savior of sinners, and yet does not 
love prayer. 


“But do not real Christians 
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sometimes neglect prayer for a 
season?” I fear they do. I must 
think that David was living so 
when he was indulging in that 
memorable, fearful course of sin. 
“ How long may a Christian neg- 
lect prayer?” I know not. I 
would not advise you to make the 
experiment. The wish to make 
such a trial would, of itself, be 
strong evidence that you are not a 
Christian. One of the last things 
to be mentioned is the effort of a 
Christian to live without commun- 
ing with God. How unnatural 
and how ungrateful. Does he love 
the Savior, who desires not to pray 
to him? 

No, professed disciple of Christ. 
Do not try how long you can live 
without prayer; but seek to know 
what it is to continue “instant in 
prayer.” The best experiments in 
religious affairs are those which 
mortify the flesh, and humble the 
heart, and bring us into nearness 


and conformity to God. Prayer 
is eminently conducive to these 


results. Go to the Great Heart- 
searcher with a full and contrite 
confession of your sins, and plead 
the merits of atoning blood, and 
cast your soul on divine mercy, 
and tell me if you could have been 
better employed. 


Argumentative Preaching, 


AccorpINGLy we find that the 
ablest ministers of the Gospel have 
been those who “applied their 
hearts to seek out wisdom and the 
reason of things.” In reading the 
sermons of the elder Edwards we 
stand in awe; for he speaks not as 
one who sings a pleasant song, but 
in the name of Him who says: 
“Preach the preaching that I bid 
thee.” There is something in his 
discourses that presses us, crowds 
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upon us, follows bard after us; 
and, if we flee from it, it is close 
upon our footsteps; and there is 
no sense in our trying to escape it, 
It is the power of God’s Word, 
shown to be God’s Word, identi- 
fied as such, and therefore we can- 
not stay it in its onward urging. 
Overcome by his argument, we 
falla prey at once to his appeal. 
His discussion interests us ; we are 
at once surprised, then taken cap- 
tive, and afterward borne along 
“‘ whithersoever the governor list- 
eth.” So was it with Paul. “He 
reasoned in the synagogue every 
Sabbath,” and as he once “ reason- 
ed of righteousness, temperance, 
and judgment, Felix trembled.” 
He was not afraid of abstruse 
preaching, nor of metaphysical 
preaching, but he uttered words 
hard to be understood and liable 
to be wrested by the unlearned 
and unstable; still he enforced 
them by such compressed ratioc- 
nation as to make his hearers feel 
that in striving against hm they 
were striving against God. The 
direct tendency of strong argu 
ment is, to transfer the reasoner’s 
appeal from the sphere of his own 
opinions to the sphere of divine in- 
spiration ; and he who braces him- 
self against this appeal strikes and 

resses against a brazen wall. 
ines it is characteristic of every 
preacher who fortifies his words 
by giving the reason for them to 
speak as with authority. “My 
words are not my own,” he seems 
to declare, “but I have proved 
them; and you know them to be 
true. He that receiveth them re 
ceiveth not me alone, but him who 
sent me. He that despiseth them 
poureth contempt not on me alone, 
but upon his own mind, and upon 
his Maker, and shalt at last wonder 
and perish,”— Bibliotheca Sacra. 
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Power of Personal Holiness. 


Never will the Church meet her 
solemn responsibilities until her 
children, bursting asunder the 
shackles that bind them, and rising 
out of the slough of earthliness in 
which they are sunk, come up to 
that high measure of evangelical 
sanctification which the voice of 
Scripture and the exigencies of a 
dying world alike demand of them. 
There is a moral omnipotence in 
holivess. Argument may be re- 
sisted, persuasion and _ entreaty 
may be scorned. The thrillmg 
appeals and monitions of the pulpit, 
set forth with all the vigor of logic 
and all the glow of eloquence, may 
be evaded or disregarded. But 
the exhibition of exalted piety has 
a might which nothing can with- 
stand; it is truth embodied ; it is 
the Gospel burning in the hearts, 
beaming from the eyes, breathing 
from the lips, and preaching in the 
lives of its votaries. No sophis- 
try can elude it, no conscience 
can ward it off; no bosom wears a 
mail that can brave the energy of 
its attack. It speaks in all Jan- 
guages, in all climes, and to all 
phases of our nature. It is oni- 
versal—invincible; and, clad in 
immortal panoply, goes on from 
victory to victory. 

Let Zion, through all her de- 
partments, but reach this elevated 
point, and how rapid and triumph- 
ant would be her progress! With 
what overpowering demonstration 
would her tidings be attended! 
What numerous and ever-flowing 
channels would pour into her 
treasury the requisite means; and 
what hosts of her consecrated sons 
would stand forth to publish on 
every shore the mandates of her 
King! And how richly would the 
showers of Divine influence be 
shed down, quickening into life the 
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seed which she scatters, filling the 
desolate places with verdure and 
joy, and changing this blighted 
earth into the garden of the Lord. 
—Rev. Geo. B. Ide. 


My Mother in her Closet. 


NoruineG used to impress upon 
my mind so strongly the reality 
and excellence of religion as my 
mother’s counsels and prayers. 
Very frequently she retired with 
her children to a private room; 
and after she had read the Bible 
with us, and given us some good 
instruction and advice, kneeled 
down with us and offered a prayer 
which, for apparent earnestness 
and fervor, I have seldom known 
equalled. These seasons were al- 
ways pleasant to us; and some- 
times we looked forward to them 
with impatience. My mother 
seemed to me then almost an an- 
gel; her language, her manner, 
the very expression of her counte- 
nance, indicating great nearness to 
the throne of grace. I could not 
have shown levity at such times, 
It would have been impossible. I 
felt then that it was a great blese- 
ing tohavea praying mother; and 
I have felt it much more sensibly 
since. Those counsels and prayers 
time will never efface trom my 
memory. They form, as it were, 
a part of my very constitution. 


The Funeral Knell. 


THERE is something touching 
and tender in the tolling bell. Its 
sounds strike on the heart. It tells 
of the departing spirit to the un- 
tried realms of the spirit land. It 
tells of another life closed on earth 
—of sundered ties, and anguished 
hearts, and mourning friends—of 
an opening grave—of sad obse- 
quies—of the solemn procession, 
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and of the farewell look on the 
loved form of the mortal remains. 
How many plans in lifé are sud- 
denly interrupted—broken up and 
closed by the unexpected coming 
of the messenger on the pale horse. 
So it was in the case of Mr. 
The bell tolled. It struck thirty- 
three. A man in the vigor of life 
had died; one in whom many 
hopes centred. A married man 
was torn from a beloved compan- 
ion, a father removed from his 
family, a son from kind parents, 
a brother hurried off from affec- 
tionate kindness—a citizen, a man 
of business. The funeral came; 
an appropriate prayer was made at 
the house, the coffin looked into at 
home, and then the procession 
moved to the house of God, where 
solemn remarks were uttered, slow 
music heard, and another suitable 
prayer offered. I gazed sadly upon 
the aged parent, tottering upon 
the borders of the grave, and the 


mourning company. But the most 


stricken one was not there. She 
mourned alone, with health im- 
paired. The coffin was borne to 
the grave and lowered down. 
Friends cast a mournful look there. 
The assembly dispersed. In re- 
turning from that impressive scene 
I passed a store. It was shut. 
Darkness and silence reigned with- 
in. One of its occupants, the se- 
nior partner, had just entered the 
new-made grave. My heart sunk 
within me. Is such a true sketch 
of earth’s scenes? Are such dark 
clouds continually settling upon 
the abodes of men? Yes, I mast 
die! You must! Every person 
is destined to the grave. What 
comes then? What will be true 
of us the next moment after death ? 
God speaks in his providence. 
Who hears—obeys—is preparing 
for eternity? O sinner, stop! 
You may be within a step of ruin 


THE PRAYER-MEETING. 


—of eternal death. Listen to the 
entreaties of heaven} Fall as 4 
penitent before the cross. Then, | 
when you come out on the other 
side of Jordan, a crown of glor 
will fall on your head, and angels 


. will bear you to a seat at the right 


hand of God. 


The Sinner a Miracle of Grace, 


WuoeEver has been made by the 
grace of God a partaker of ho'iness 
—who has been truly born again 
and posses:es a good hope in Christ, 
looks back with wonder and grati- 
tude upon the day of his redemp- 
tion and espousal to Christ. He de:- 
cribes the victory he has achieved, 
not to his own powers or courage, 
but adores the grace which set 
him free, and strikes a loud note of 
praise to the Lamb. It is incom 
prehensible to him that the love of 
God shou!d have followed him so 
far, his patience endured so long, 
and that his wayward feet should 
at length have been turned into 
the paths of peace. With tremb- 
ling delight and an humble song, 
he looks at the hole whence he was 
taken, and the pit from whence he 
was digged. Ithe had been suffer- 
ed to follow his own imaginations, 
and to go after the desires of his 
own heart, he would not have re- 
pented. His choice and purpose 
were to die. He gave heed to all 
else but the invitations of the gos- 
pel, and made haste to despise the 
grace of God. A gentle voice at 
length stirred his slumbering con- 
science and awakened him to his 
lost estate. His peace and securi- 
ty in sin were gone. The world 
lost its charms. His soul was in 
bitterness and found no light or 
comfort. Sin pressed upon him 3 
heavy load, and he could find no 
relief. He knew not where to go. 
But the same Spirit which opened 
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his heart to give heed to the things 
which belonged to bis peace, led 
him on step by step to the cross of 
Christ. Light broke into his dark- 
ened soul. Jesus became a living, 
almighty, present Savior. The glo- 
ries of the gospel began to be re- 
yealed, and the cross of Christ to 
stand forth in its power and worth. 
Strange process and strange trans- 
formation! Old things have be- 
come new. The things once hat- 
ed and despised became beauti- 
ful and more to be desired than all 
else. The word, the people, the 
service of God, are all loved and 
enjoyed. The ways of sin are for- 
saken, a new life commenced, and 
the soul addresses itself to new du- 
ties and new enjoyments, These 
are marvels of grace, trophies of 
that cross, whose riches are untold 
and unsearchable. 


The Dragon of the Abyss, 


Important and striking truth is 
often conveyed to the mind by fa- 
ble, and eoforced on the attention 
with great power, as in the follow- 
ing Eastern story : 

“A man was traveling in Syria, 
leading his camel by the bridle. 
Suddenly the animal is seized with 
a panic of fear; he raises himself 
with impetuosity, foams and 
bounds in a manner so horrible 
that his master abandons him in 
anguish, and tries to save himself. 
He perceives at a distance from 
the road.a deep stream, and as he 
still heard the frightful neigbings 
of the camel, he sought a refuge 
there, and fell over a precipice. 
But a shrub held him up. He 
clung to it with both hands, and 
cast on every side his anxious eyes. 
Above him is the terrible camel, of 
which he does not lose sight for a 
moment. In the abyss below is a 
dragon, who opens his monstrous 


jaws, and seems waiting to devour 

im. At the side of him he sees 
two mice, one white and the other 
black, who gnaw in turn at the root 
of the shrub which serves him for 
a support. The unfortunate man 
remains there, frozen with terror, 
and seeing no retreat, no means of 
safety. Suddenly, on a little 
branch of a shrub, he discovers 
some fruit. At that moment he 
ceases to observe the rage of the 
camel, the jaws of the dragon, and 
the frightful activity of the mice. 
He reaches out his hand toward 
the fruit, he gathers it, and in the 
sweet taste, forgets his fears and 
his dangers. 

“Do you ask who is this madman, 
who can forget so quickly a mortal 
peril? That man is thyself. The 
dragon of the stream is the ever- 
open abyss of death. The camel 
represents the sorrows of life. The 
two mice who are gnawing at the 
roots of the shrub, are day and 
night; and in this situation, the 
fruit of p'easureattracts you. You 
forget the anxieties of life, tie 
threatenings of death, the rapid 
succession of day and night, to 
seek the plant of voluptuousness 
on the borders of the tomb.” 


The Ministry of the Age. 


No preceding generation of min- 
isters ever saw such a day as this! 
Such openings for usefulness ; such 
calls for exertion; such multiplied 
and extensive fields whitening to 
harvest ; such abundant and potent 
means for doing good to mankind. 
To live now, is a talent put into 
your hands for which you must 
give an account. Have youan ar- 
dor of piety, a tone of moral senti- 
ment, a spirit of enterprise, corres- 
ponding with this day? If not, 
give yourself no rest till you, in 
some good measure, attain them 
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all. If an ancient heathen rheto- 
rician, in giving directions for the 
attainment of the “sublime,” in 
writing, could say: “Spare no la- 
bor to educate your soul to grand- 
eur, and to impregnate it with 
great and generous ideas ;” much 
more may the same language be 
addressed to the gospel minister, 
in the present state of the Church’s 
progress. Take increasing pains 
to get large views of ministerial 
furniture, ‘ministerial duty, and 
ministerial success. Strive to edu- 
cate your souls to grandeur of con- 
ception and grandeur of wishes, and 
hopes, and enterpri-e for the moral 
benefit of your fellow-men. Aim 
high. Let no petty plans satisfy 
you, either as to acquirement or 
exertion. Every one of you, how- 
ever humble his talents, if really 
disposed to make the most of what 
God has given him might cause bis 
influence to be felt to the ends of 
the earth—Dr. Miller. 


The Richest Jewel. 


As God reckons jewelry there is 
no brilliant which flashes with such 
luster as the tear of true penitence. 


Yet God only knoweth what heart - 


pressure as in a vise, what rendings 
and wringings of soul, what crusb- 
ing of pride, and wrestlings in 
agony may have been needful, in 
order to press out that jewel drop 
upon the cheek of the stubborn suf- 
ferer! We have sometimes met 
with a person in social circles who 
possessed a peculiar gentleness and 
docility of character. As we came 
to know her better we were charm- 


THE PRAYER-MEETING, 


ed by her calm self-poise and her 
heroic submissiveness to God un- 
der sudden shocks of calamity. 
We could not but admire so beau- 
titul a character. We envied its 
possessor. We coveted such a 
spirit for ourselves. Ah! we little 
knew at what a fearful price of 
severe chastisements and bitter 
disappointments; of hopes deso- 
lated and expectations crossed; of 
faith put to the rack and patience 
burned bright in seven times heat- 
ed furnaces—all that meek loveli- 
ness of character had been gained. 
So true is it that he who would be 
“ rich toward God” must be willing 
to toil hard, and bear sore afflic- 
tions, in order to win the precious 
acquisitions, 


Five Consciences. 


Tuereare five kinds of consciences 
on foot in the world ; first, an igno- 
rant conscience, which neither sees 
nor says anything—neither beholds 
the sins in the soul, nor reproves 
them; secondly, the fla' tering con- 
science, whose speech is ‘worse 
than silence itself, which, though 
seeing sin, soothes men in the com- 
mitting thereof; thirdly, the sear- 
ed conscience, which has neither 
sight, speech, nor sense, in men 
that are “past fecling ;” fourthly, 
the wounded conscievce, frighten- 
ed with sin; the fifth is a quiet 
and clear conscience, purified in 
Christ. A wounded conscience is 
rather painful than sinful—an af- 
fliction, no offense—and is the 
ready way, at the next remove, to 
be turned into a quiet conscience. 
—Kitto. 





